





EsracVvs Avvocate ; 


On, 
THE RESTORATION OF THE JEWS CONTEMPLATED 
AND URGED. 





For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving ot 
them be, but life from the dead ?—Rom. xi. 15. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE AMERICAN SOCIETY. 


At a late meeting, in March, the Board of Directors received from 
the Rev. Mr. Frey the following communication, viz. 


To the Directors of the American Society for Meliorating the Con- 
dition of the Jews. 


GentLtemen—Under the most painful feelings, and with the 
deepest regret, I feel myself constrained to make to you this 
communication. | trust it will be received in the spirit in which 
it is intended ; and whatever may be the result of your delibera- 
tions on the subject, I shall have the consciousness of having 


discharged a duty which has occupied much of my thoughts and 
much of my prayers. 


It is now more than 20 years since I first commenced my pub- 
lic labours to promote the salvation of the Jews, my brethren 
and kinsmen after the flesh. I have encountered trials, difficul- 
ties, and discouragements, but still | have persevered, in the 
hope of witnessing my heart’s desire, the salvation of my bre- 
thren. During this period my years have been rapidly increas- 
ing, and a family has grown up around me, who look to me as 
their head for support and subsistence. 1 have a wife and seven 
children. With these, and the incumbrance of my age, I am 
justified in apprehending difficulty in again procuring the charge 
of a congregation. 

It has long been a serious question with me, whether in duty 
to my family | ought: not to have continued in the permanent 
situation of pastor of a church, rather than to have engaged as 
the temporary agent of your Board. But when I survey my 
labours during my agency, and the opportunity | have had of 
preaching the glorious Gospel of the blessed God to thousands 
of precious souls, and of exciting throughout the Union an un- 
feigned, deep, and heartfelt interest in behalf of the seed of Abra- 
ham, | am not sorry for my choice. 

In the full expectation that the objects of this Society would 


be carried into effect, { cheerfully entered again into my late en- 
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gagement with you, and although that engagement was limited 
to one year, yet I entertained no doubt that as long as I could be 
useful to the Board, they would neither dismiss me, nor refuse 
to furnish a support for my family. But it is no¢ to be conceal- 
ed, nor ought it to be disguised, that a change, a very great 
ehange, has taken place, since that engagement, in relation to 
this Society, in the minds not only of the public, but of the Board 
itself. The feasibility of our plans, and the wisdom of our mea- 
sures, are on all hands called in question, and many men of 
sound heads and honest hearts hesitate to yield to us their 
aid and approbation. | fear and tremble at the thought 
that the noble and glorious object of our institution is de- 
feated. I tremble on my own account, on your account, 
and for the cause of Christian charity and benevolence. | 
may be mistaken; but the public seem to me to have with- 
drawn their confidence; the auxiliary Societies are expir- 
ing, and the income is very perceptibly diminishing from month 
to month, and should I travel as your agent for four months 
during the ensuing season, I should go without the least pros- 
pect of being able either to enrich your Treasury, or add to 
your auxiliaries, It does not become me, at this time, to in- 
quire into the causes which have produced this mortifying and 
unhappy state of things ; they are wrapped in a mystery which 
the L.ord in his own good time will unfold. For my «wn part, 
I believe that but one single step more remains for the Board to 
take, calculated to prevent the auxiliary Societies from entire 
dissolution, and to rekindle the expiring confidence of the 
Christian public—a step which has always been near to my 
heart and high in my hopes—I refer to an agency to Europe. 
Three years have already elapsed since the measure was first 
presented to your consideration; committee after committee 
have reported favourably upon it; the Board has more than 
ence resolved that it was necessary and expedient, but it still re- 
mains unaccomplished, and on this, as well as on every other 
measure, there seems to be an irresolution and indecision which 
entirely prevent efficient action, Far be it from my thoughts to 
ascribe blame to any individual, or to the Board. There are in- 
trinsic ‘difficulties in the subject which demand deliberation, and 
the immense responsibility of the undertaking has induced a 
slow and timorous caution. But the fact exists, and connected 
with the growing unpopularity of the Society, presents a dark 
aspect, to me at least, who feel so deeply for the cause, and 
whose hopes have been raised so high by its auspicious 

nping. 

ith this view of the subject, then, I solemnly appeal to 
you, and ask, Is it not now time to pause? and may not the 
Miring of a farm or house be for the present dispensed with? I 
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conceive such a step unnecessary for the accommodation of those 
of us who are now here, and more cannot reasonably be expect- 
ed until a agent shall visit Europe. As for my brethren now 
on the farm, Mr. Zadig intends getting a situation, as soon as 
possible, in which he may be relieved from dependence on the 
Society ; Mr. Harth is derious of pursuing, in town, his trade of 
a.trunk maker, by which he will be able to earn his living; Mr. 
Jacobi might be maintained in town at a small expense, in a si- 
tuation in which he could gather something toward his support 
byhis own exertions. And as to myself and my family, who would 
only remain to be disposed of, I respectfully propose as fol- 
lows:—I have already received $100 per month, for three 
montis, on my present year’s allowance; if the Board will 
grant me dollars, it will enable me to maintain my family 
for a few months, during which time I hope to obtain a perma- 
nent situation for future usefulness and support. 

With the fervent prayer that the God of Abraham may di- 
rect you, | remain, Nc. J. Frey. 





In respect to the foregoing eommunication, the Board passed the follow- 
ing resolutions, viz 

Tue Rev. Mr. Frey having, in a letter addressed to the Board, 
intimated that his services as travelling agent of the Board, 
will probably, for the next year, be unavailing to promote the 
interests of the society ; and the Board being themselves con- 
vinced, that under present circun:stances, it would be useless te 
attempt an increase of our funds—therefore resolved, that the 
Rev. Mr. Frey be, and hereby is, released from his engagement 
to travel four months the ensuing year in the service of this 
society. 

Inasmuch as the Rev. Mr. F. has already received three hun- 
dred dollars from the Board, on the faith of his fulfilling the 
engagement entered into, and recorded p. 209 of the minutes ; 
and this engagement is now annulled by this Board, and not by 
any want of fidelity to his engagements on the part of Mr. F., 
and an amount at least equal to that would have been reason- 
ably required to have supported himself and family, as cou- 
stitueut parts of the settlement, Resolved that the Board relin- 
quish their claim. r 

And whereas, the Rev. Mr. F. im his communication above 
alluded to, requests a further temporary allowance ; and the 
Board do not feel at liberty to appropriate any part of their 
funds except in agencies which promote the interest of the So- 
ciety, and in the support of Jewish converts who are regularly 
received as members of the settlement—Therefore, Resolved, 
that the Board decline any further appropriations of money, 
of the kind requested by Mr. F.; but, that in case Mr. F. and 
family go to the settlement. they shall be supported as other 
Jewish converts will be supported by the Board. 
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PROPOSED ALTERATION OF THE CONSTITUTION OF A. S. M. C. J. 


At their meeting in April, a Committee previously appointed, 
presented the following Report, which was adopted, viz. 

The Committee to whom it was referred to report on the ex- 
pediency of recommending to the Society so to alter the con- 
stitution as to leave the Board at liberty to operate in melior- 
ating the condition of the Jews, otherwise than by colonizing 
them, to which the constitution solely reters— 

Respectfully report: That they have taken the subject into 
serious consideration, and have agreed to recommend an al- 
teration in the constitution, to be submitted to the Society at 
their next anniversary, for their approbation and adoption. 

The original name given to the society by its founders, was, 
the Society for Colonizing and Evangelizing the Jews, and its 
constitution was formed so as to contemplate colonization, and 
the evangelization of the colonists, as its sole objects. When 
the society applied to the legislature of the state of New-York 
for an act of incorporation, that body, for some reason, possibly 
because they doubted the practicability of such an enterprise, 
in the act which they granted altered the name of the society 
to its present appellation, a Society for Meliorating the Condi- 
tion of the Jews. No alteration, however, in the constitution, 
appears to have been made by the Society to meet the enlarged 
sphere of operations opened to it by this legislative act. 

They have continued, to this day, labowing in behalf of 
those sole designs; and so far as your committee are informed, 
although much money has been expended, no commensurate 

ood, if any, has resulted from all its efforts and expenditures. 

he cause of the Jews has been popular among Christians, and 
the society has been liberally and zealously patronized : but the 
Board of Directors have been unable to effect any thing in the 
work committed to their charge. 

Great and serious donbts were entertained from the very be- 
ginning, by some friends to the conversion of the Jews, as to 
the policy of colonizing converts from Judaism. 

he number of those who thus doubted has been continually 
increasing ; and it is not improbable, that, in addition to the 
original mona against the plan, the utter failure of the So- 
ciety in effectuating its only object, has confirmed these doubts 
and multiplied the number of those who entertained them. 

The committee confess themselves to be among this number. 
They can see no good reason why the policy of colonizing 
should be observed towards converts to Christianity from among 
the Jews, which is not equally applicable to proselytes from any 
heathen nation, who are all of them subject to persecution from 
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their fellows, and some of them, particularly the Hindoos, te 
the loss of caste, an inconvenience as terrible to them in its 
consequences, as being excommunicated from the synagogue 
can be tothe Jew Your committee feel that the civil and re- 
ligious privileges of our happy country of themselves afford an 
asylum to any convert either from Paganism or Judaism; and 
that an attempt to colonize the Jews, is not only altogether need- 
less, but may be atte..ded with results that are undesirable. 

All who forsake the world and tarn to Christ, must expect 
persecution from those whom they leave. It is our Saviour’s 
own declaration that thus it must be. 

It may be confidently asked, are the Jewish converts to 
Christianity, of the present day, likely to be more persecuted 
than their predecessors in the days of our Saviour and his apos- 
tles? Surely not; for then the Jewish Government had some 
power to persecute and inflict civil penalties, which is not the 
fact at present, as the Jews have no where a civil government, 
being resident among Christian or other nations, who would 
not tolerate them in the execution of such designs. Wedonot 
hear of any atterapts in the apostolic days to colonize their con- 
verts. They remained intermingled with their unbelieving 
brethren, causing their light to shine among them in such a way 
that many of them seeing their good works, learned, from their 
example, also to glorify their father who is in heaven. They 
preached among them © hrist as their Saviour, and the Saviour 
of sinners ; and when assailed by persecution in one place, they 
fled, according to the command of their master, from city to 
city, proclaiming every where his coming and kingdom: each 
one of them, according as he had received the gift, endeavour- 
ing to impart it unto others, as a good steward of the manifold 
grace of God 

The effect was, that converts were multiplied every where, 
and though sharper persecutions succeeded, even unto death, 
those very persecutions affording them «an opportunity to illus- 
trate in death, as well as in life, the power of their religion, 
the stability of their faith, and their constancy in suffering ac- 
cording to the will of God, for none can hurt the children of 
God but according to his will, we say, those very persecutions 
proved the most fruitful secondary causes of the unexampled 
spread of Christianity: the blood of the martyrs becoming the 
seed of the church. Their persecutors and enemies beholding 
in them, when thus persecuted, a personal exemplification of 
Christianity, were subdued before its majesty and the power of 
the truth, and in multitudes became their friends, and the friends 
of their heavenly master. The rich as well as the poor, in the 
providence of God, became converts to the new faith, and the 
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former sold their possessions and opened their hands widely 
and liberally to sustain the latter. 

When God called the primitive converts to repentance toward 
him, and to faith in the Lord Jesus‘ hrist, they obeyed the call, 
They conferred not with flesh and blood, saying, what shall we 
eat and what shall we drink, and wherewitha: shall we be cloth- 
ed. They committed their cases to him who had called them, 
and fearlessly entered on the duties consequent to that call. 
They sought first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, 
and all those things were added to them. They found that their 
confidence was not misplaced. They were protected by bim 
who had called them out of darkness into light. Wonders were 
wrought when necessary to deliver them from their oppressors, 
and when they were called to write their testimeny in their |:lood, 
they met death with joy, and not with fear. For them to live was 
Christ, their lives were devoted to his glory, and to die was gain, 
not only to them, but to the cause to which their lives had been 
consecrated. 

What reason have we to believe that things will be otherwise 
at the present day ? Persecution is now, only, as it was tien, the 
common lot of those who will live godly in Christ Jesus, and the 
Lord’s hand is not shortened now that it cannot ~ave even as 
then. What is the inference, then? Surely this, that the closer 
we adhere in our efforts to spread the Gospel, to the command 
of Christ, and the example of its primitive promulgators, the 
more we shall reap the fruits of primitive times. We find much 
in the Bible about preaching the Gospel to every creature, and 
of Christ’s promise to be with those who do it faithfully, even 
unto thé end of the world; but we hear nothing about coloniz- 
ing its converts. 

If they are the salt of the earth, they ought to remain in the 
world, if they would extend their savour to those who are un- 
seasoned. If they are the leaven by which the whole lump is to 
be leavened, they ought not to be abstracted from it, and placed 
where there influence cannot reach it. 

The committee do not think that the case of the Jews at the 
present day is so peculiar as to indicate the necessity of any new 
dispensation in their conversion authorizing a deviation from 
that plan which Christ established before he ascended up on 
high, for the conversion of the whole world. He then issued his 
commandment to his followers, Go ye into all the world, preach 
the Gospel to every creature, and added his gracious promise, 
Lo! Iam with you even to the end of the world. Had his com- 
mandment a reference to the Gentiles only? No—to the Jews 
also, for it is the preaching of the Gospel that is the power 
of God unto salvation to every one that believes ; not to the 
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Gentiles only, but also to the Jews. We have no reason to be- 
lieve that the Same Saviour, who then blessed it to both Jews 
and Gentiles, who has ever since blessed 1 tu the Gentiles ; an 
who now again appears to be blessing it to the Jews, when faith- 
ful men are using » is appointed weans, will fail to be also with 
us, and bless our efforts * to ameliorate the condition of the 
Jews,” if, abandoning the plan of colonizing our converts, an 
instrument of our Own fabrication, assame in our efforts his only 
authorized weapon, the sword .f the Spirit, which is the word of 
God; seuding foith faithiul men, men full of faith and of the 
Holy Ghost, to preach amoung them tue uusearchable riches of 
Christ. 

The committee therefore recommend the adoption of the fol 
lowing resolution; a resoluuon which, if adopted ito our Con- 
stitution, while it makes the preaching of the Gospel to the Jews 
our prominent and paramount object, forbids not that we should 
extend to converts temporal assistance in procuring means of 
subsistence, should such assistance become indispensably ne- 
cessary. 

Resolved, 'That it be recommended to the Society to alter the 
Constitution, by expunging the second article, and inserting the 
following. 

Art. Il. The object of this Society shall be to extend to the 
Jews the Gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ; and, if 
necessary, tv communicate temporal assistance in procuring 
employment to those from among them who are either converts 
to Curistianity, or appear to be sincere inquirers after the way 
of life and salvation through the crucified Redeemer. 

Respectiully submitted by order of the committee, 

Joun Nircuie, Chairman. 
' New-York, April 22, 1826. 

Resolved, ‘That the preceding report and resolution be pub- 
lished in Israel's Advocate, the New-York Religious Chronicle, 
and the New-York Observer ; and that auxiliary Societies be 
requested to send delegates to the annual meeting, that there 
may be, if possible, a full expression of public opinion on this 
interesting subject. 


REPORT OF THE BRADFORD, VT. AUXILIARY. 


To the Society in Bradford, Vt. Auxiliary to the American Society for 
Meliorating the Condition of the Jews. 


Bretaxen—On the 12th day of July, 1825, the Rev. Mr. 
Frey, according to notice previously given, preached in this 
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place, as an authorized agent for the above-named parent So- 
eiety. And such was the feeling and force of argument with 
which he delivered his message, that the congregation could 
not but take a lively interest in the s..bject, and feel a readiness 
to do something toward promoting a design so important. Af- 
ter the public discourse, 51 names were given in of persons 
wishing to form themselves into an Auxiliary Society. This So- 
ciety was regularly organized on the 16th day of \ugust, ensu- 
ing, and a return of the same immediately made to the Rey, 
Dr. Rowan, the Society's Agent in New-York. ‘The Agent im- 
mediately sent us not only the five numbers of Israel’s Advo- 
cate which were expected for August, on the ground of our 
subscription, but one series from the beginning of the year, to- 
gether with the three annual reports of the Society, which are 
all that have been published. Five numbers, monthly, have 
since been regularly sent. These papers have been circulated 
among you, and you have had opportunity of learning for 
yourselves the origin, design, and degree of success which has 
attended the parent Society. Its origin seems to have been 
an ardent desire for the temporal and eternal benefit of the 
Jews, that ancient people of God, to whom we are under so ma- 
ny obligations, who have so long been trodden under foot of the 
Gentiles, and who, notwithstanding all their guilt and sufferings, 
are yet to be restored to the divine favour, and become the glo- 
ry of all the earth. The design of sending back the light and 
ee of the Gospel to this most interesting people, who 

ave so long been involved in gross darkness, is one which must 
commend itself to every man’s conscience in the sight of God. 
But in what way this could best be done, was more difficult to be 
settled. Several pious and worthy men, acquainted with the 
oppressed condition of the Jews, in the old world, and feeling a 
strong desire to relieve those, especially as were either convert- 
ed to Christianity, or inquiring after truth, thought it import- 
ant that an asylum should be provided in this country, where, 
free from persecution and oppression, such might be provided 
with the means of temporal support, and be instructed in all 
the doctrines and duties of Christianity. It was suitable that 
those men should form themselves into an organized Society, 
lay the subject fairly before the Christian public, and seek the 
means of carrying the proposed plan into effect. This has been 
done, and ample means furnished to commence the undertak- 
ing—to try the experiment. The thousands of dollars which are 
now in the Society’s Treasury, and the hundreds more which 
are flowing in from numerous auxiliary Sociéties, will, we should 
think, speedily enable the parent Institution to ascertain whe- 
ther this mode of assisting the Jews be, in practice, adapted to 
their circumstances and feelings, and likely to be attended with 
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the consequences which were contemplated. As yet the Socie- 
ty, beside collecting funds, has been able to effect but little, in- 
deed What little they have, at times, seemed to have accom- 
plished, has presently, like a shadow, vanished away. We can- 
not learn that there is, at present, more than one Jew, Mr. Da- 
vid Harth, from Charleston, at the Society’s settlement. The 
few others who have been there have all become disaffect- 
ed, and, perhaps without any good reasons, have left. Whe- 
ther this want of success be owing to a want of wisdom, union, 
decision, and perseverance, in those who manage the concerns 
of the Society, or be because the Soviety is not in its nature and 
operation adapted to the real state and feelings of the Jews, and 
never can, in this way, succeed ; or, whether it be only permit- 
ted, in divine providence, to try the strength of the love, faith, 
and perseverance of the Society, and friends of the Jews gene- 
rally, while God designs, after all, to attend these effurts with 
signal success, we are not, at present, in a situation to decide. 
If you should suppose that the Society have now in their hands 
the means necessary to enable them to make a fair trial of the 


plan which has been proposed, perhaps you will not wish to be 


holden to make another annual payment until you shall know 
particularly that further assistance to the Society will be useful 
and impoitant. 

As for the reports which have been circulated in this region, 
derogatory to the character of the Rev. Mr. Frey, as an upright 
and faithful man, we believe they are false, if not malicious, and 
we are well satisfied that he has made a faithful return tu the 
Society of his doings, and of all munies received at his various 
collections. For his persevering and faithful labours, we consi- 
der him worthy of high esteem and praise, instead of jealousy 
and malediction. 

In the uprightness of the officers of the Society, generally, we 
repose full confidence. If they are, at present, in difficult circum- 
stances, if darkness rests on their prospects, our business is not 
to distrust and censure them, but to continue in prayer that God 
would guide, support, and prosper them ; and to wait patiently 
the result. Of the use made of all money paid into the ‘Treasu- 
ry, the public will, of course, be hereafter informed; and, no 
doubt, will have reason to approve. 

That God will remember his covenant with the seed of Abra- 
ham, his friend, and soon gather unto his fold th: dispersed of 
Judah and the outcasts of Israel, bringing them to Zion with 
songs and everlasting joy upon their heads, should be, and we 
hope is, our daily and fervent prayer. 

By order of the Society. 
Siras M‘Keen, Sec’ry. 
7 


Bradford, April 3, 1826. 
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DOMESTIC CORRESPONDENCE. 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER DATED 
Bristol, \. H. April 28, 1826. 

“Ir is much to be regretted that a cause so noble, so pure, 
so well worthy the best wishes of the huwane, the ferveut pray- 
ers of the pious, and the most vigorous exertions of all, should 
suffer from the influence of political party feelings. But such, 
it is feared, is the case in this section of our country. [tis still 
more deeply to be lamented that not a few, who, in the judg- 
ment of charity, are really pious; whose sympathy was so pow- 
erfully excited by the affecting representation of the wants and 
distresses of the posterity of Abraham, by that devoted servant 
of God, the Rev. Mr. Frey, should be deterred from affording 
the American Society their cordial support, by the apprehen- 
sion that its object is not simply to benefit the Jews, but also to 
promote the interests of a particular denomination of Chris- 
tians. Rest assured, sir, that those who still remain members of 
our feeble Auxiliary, maintain an unshaken confidence in the 
wisdom, purity of intention, and ultimate success of the Parent 
Institution; and also in the disinterested love for his brethren, 
the prudence, ability, and integrity of its agent, Mr. Frey, 
whose memory will long be cherished with heart-felt emotions 
of pious pleasure, 

‘* Accept, dear sir, our little offering, together with our earn- 
est prayer that the great Head of the church may bless it to the 
good of his chosen, and the advancement of his declarative glory. 

* Yours affectionately. 


“ Rev. S. N. Rowan.” 
meet tee 


Tue Directors of the Liberty County Society, auxiliary to 
A. 8. M. C. J. present to the Society their third annual report. 

During the past year, the meetings of the Board have been 
regularly attended, and business has been conducted with har- 
mony. The monthly numbers of the Advocate have been re- 
ceived and distributed. From this publication we have learned 
the operations of the Parent Society; and doubtless, perceive how 
much wisdom, and patience, and confidence in God are needed 
by those who would promote the cause of human salvation. 
The difficulties with which the Parent Society has been called 
to struggle, ought not to shake our belief in respect to the ulti- 
mate accomplishment of the gracious purposes which are re- 
vealed concerning the lost sheep of the house of Israel May 
we not, on the contrary, believe, that all the difficulties which 
have ever been experienced, are adding to the stock of know- 
ledge and prudence, by which the intimations of Divine Provi- 
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dence may be ascertained, and those plans matured and exe- 
cated, with which an abundant blessing may be connected? 
Were there nothing else for our encouragement, we should 
rejoice that our efforts may have even this distant connection 
with a department of beiwevolence confessedly so fraught with 
interest. 

The members of this society will recollect that their names 
were subseribed to the constitution with the impression that their 
contributions would not be needed after the expiration of three 

ears. ‘This impression was made by the remarks of the Rev. 
Mr. Frey, in consequence of whose visit the society was formed. 
The Directors, therefore, as our third year has now expired, 
feel themselves under obligation to advert to this circumstance, 
and to solicit an expression of the Society’s sentiments respect- 
ing the continuance or the dissolution of their associate capacity. 

In concluding their report, the Directors would render de- 
vout gratitude to the Author of all good, that during the three 
years in which they have served the Society, none of their num- 
ber has been removed by death, and nothing has occurred to 
interrupt their mutual regard. 

Wm. McWuir, Ist Vice President. 
H. J. Riecey, Secretary. 
April 10, 1826. 





PROCEEDINGS OF THE LONDON SOCIETY. 
POLAND. 





The late Emperor of Russia. 

The decease of Alexander, Emperor of Russia, is an event 
which must be contemplated with more than common concern 
by the friends of Israel. 

Under the all-controlling Providence of God, it happened 
that this monarch had in his dominions a greater number of the 
Jewish nation than is to be found in any other country, and to 
the same cause we must ascribe it, that he had an unfeigned 
desire to promote their temporal and spiritual welfare. 

It is pleasing to reflect, that one of the last acts of the late 
Emperor in Poland, was to renew his sanction of our missions 
to the Jews, thus showing that his desire for their spiritual be- 
nefit was unabated. He also had (we know from good authori- 
ty) recently established a committee in Poland, for the express 
purpose of promoting the moral and civil improvement of the 
Jews. This Committee consists of a Director, Count Zaleski, 
and of two Assessors, Counts Krasinski and Widwick. To this 
Committee has been added a Chamber of Consultation, (com- 
posed of a President, who is Counsellor of the Court of Russia, 
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and who, for eleven years past, has been studying whatever re- 
lates to the Israelites,) of five Israelitish Members, and of five 
Israelites as Assessors. | 

The object of the Committee is to propose improvements ne- 
cessary in the legislation which regards the Jews, and to esta- 
blish a good school of Rabvis and instructors, and schools of in- 
dustry for boys and girls. 

Having meutioned these proofs of the good will of the late 
Emperor towards the ancient Israel of God, we can add, with 
thankfulness, that there is no ground to apprehend a different 
line of conduct in his successor ; and the Grand Duke, who will, 
it is presumed, continue Viceroy of Poland, has, in times past, 
(as our readers well know,) shown to our Missionaries at War- 
saw the greatest kindness and condescension. 


or 
PRUSSIA. 


Extracts of a letter from the Rev. Professor Tholuck. 


Professor Tholuck visited England in the spring, and stayed 
through the summer of the last year. In the autumn he return- 
ed to Berlin, from whence he writes under date of November 5, 
1825, the following letter, which we earnestly recommend to the 
perusal of those who doubt whether or not the work of conver- 
sion be going on among the Jews abroad. 


With regard to the Jewish cause in this part of the world, I 
would remark, that on the continent your Society has not so 
much to combat with the opposition of the Jews, as with the in- 
diflerence and the unbelief of the Christians. Almost in every 
place where there have been exertions made for the conversion 
of Jews, some have been found willing to listen to the Gospel. 
But at the same time, most of those who have avowed an 
attachment to the truth, have not prospered in their worldly cir- 
cumstances ; and this, not in consequence of any misconduct of 
theirs, but because Christians were deficient in zeal for them, and 
in prudence and charity toward them. On the continent, there- 
fore, the friends of the Jewish cause are under an especial obli- 
gation to exhort Christians to a spirit of sympathy and brother- 
ly love—to rouse them, .and to instruct them how to act toward 
those Jews who evince a disposition to emb:ace Christianity. I 
have heard of several conversions, effected by means of the ex- 
ertions of private Christian individuals, who had been interest- 
ed in that cause by what they had read of our Societies. Such 
Jews as had been converted in this way. would ordinarily pros- 
per best of all, which may be attributed to the charitable and 
brotherly care exercised by Christian friends towards them.— 
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They remain in connection with them, and receive their advice, 
a thing that is indispensably necessary with a recently-convert- 
ed character. 

The Institution of Dusselthal | shall here pass over with si- 
lence, as you have now in its neighbourhood Mr. Treschow to 
give you acorrect information about it. 1 can only repeat, that 
we cannot dispense in Germany with a similar institution. Ags 
to the Elberfeld Society, I feel it my duty to tell you, that its 
leading members act with prudence and evangelical energy, and 
that you may put full confidence in their suggestions. 

I now come to a relation of the proceedings in your cause at 
Berlin. Our Society has received, in the course of the year, some 
very valuable new members, and the income has not decreased. 
The most unfortunate circumstance under which it labours, is 
the want of a second missionary. I have formerly stated, that 
our Society has made it a rule to send out only such as have 
taken their degree, and are examined as candidates for the mi- 
nistry. By the blessing of God, we have been favoured in these 
latter times with a great number of pious young candidates ; 
but the application from the congregations, that are in want of 
faithful pastors, are so frequent, that they are engaged as soon 
as their term of three years is completed. From this circumstance 
it is exceedingly difficult to find a suitable character for a mission- 
ary ; two who had offered themselves have been taken ill. The 
one who continues in our service, meets with such blessed suc- 
cess, that we are grieved at our inability to send him a compan- 
ion. The repert of our Society for 1823 has been printed ; [ 
think Mr. Elsner has forwarded one to you. It is mentioned in 
it, that the number of those who desired baptism, amounted in Ber- 
lin, from stxty to seventy. 1 must, however, remark, that this is 
the number uf those who applied to one individual only of our 
Society ; a considerable number have applied to other mem- 
bers, so that the whule number of applications amounts to 
much more. 

In sending you an abstract »f the work among the Jews in 
Berlin, | shall first give you a translation of a letter I wrote to 
Mr. Treschow, some time since. I shall then add what has pass- 
ed here during the time of my absence, and finally send you 
some extracts fromthe recent journals of our Missionary. 

“ Our Missionary has been ordered by our Society to travel 
the way back from Koningsberg in Prussia, to Berlin, and to 
recreate himself a little in Berlin. We wished him to travel 
the same road as before, that he might see what seed had sprung 
up, and strengthen those whe are weak. We desired him more- 
over to stay some time in Cratozyn, in Poland, where his preach- 
ing has met with a great blessing, so that an inhabitant of that 
place wrote thus to me : ‘ The Jews come every day to my house. 
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and wish me to recall the Missionary.’ Our Government has 
lately published an order that every private teacher of the Jews 
shall be publicly examined, whether he has sufficient ability to 
instruct Jewish children. This class of people being particular- 

ly dull and superstitious, we hope good will result from this 
royal order. Another very excellent order respecting the Jews 
is, that every local authority has been charged to get a school 
for the Jewish children established in every place. No pretence 
whatever for neglecting it to be admitted. Our Society has 
published a tract | have composed ; I shall take care to translate 
some very remarkable passages from the Talmud and the Rab- 
bies in favour of Christianity, into English, and to send them 
to you. 

lente our Auxiliaries, those of Koenigsberg and of Olecko 
are the most active. The Posen Society has sent a report of 
its proceedings, which is written in a very evangelical manner. 
They give notice of seven converts, the baptism of whom they 
superintended. From Berlin I have to state the following cases. 
I published a treatise on the new synagogue, in which I en- 
deavoured to show that it was rather favourable than hostile to 
Christianity, and that, for this reason, it was not wise to pro- 
hibit this form of worship. This treatise caused a great sensa- 
tion among the Jews. The preacher of the reformed party came 
to me desiring to buy thirty copies of the treatise. It has been 
read in many Jewish parties and meetings, although I have said 
some very harsh things against this new synagogue. One ad- 
vantage which has resulted from this pamphlet is, the respect 
expressed by this party for our Society. They hed imagined 
til] now, that our Society was using secret means in order to des- 
troy Judaism through political authority; a suspicion which 
they have since given up. 

| have delivered this winter, in the University, a number of 
lectures on Rabbinical literature, which were attended by about 
thirty pupils, four of whom were Jews, and three proselytes. | 
hope that some of the Christian students of divinity have been 
encouraged to take an interest in the spiritual well-being of the 
seed of Abraham. 

Let me now speak of those events that have taken place dur- 
ing my absence. ‘The most important is the formation of a small 
society for taking care of proselytes who have been rejected by 
their parents; and, in general, for the examination of all those 
who apply for instruction. This institution, though very limit- 
ed in its means, has been productive of much good. Those who 
appeared strong enough to learn a trade, and yet refused to do 
it, have been left to themselves. ‘Those who wished to become 
tradesmen have been bound apprentice, or sent to Dusselthal, and 
the cost of their journey has been defrayed. Some have been 
committed to the care of truly pious ministers ; others have been 
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sent to seminaries. The number of those who applied to the 
pane the of this committee, may amount to thirty. Several have 
become serious converts. I will mention the cases of some of 
them: B. a student in law, had been sent to me with a recom- 
meudation, toward the end of the year 1524: he expressed a 
desire to be instructed, candidly avowing that he now felt the 
importance of religion, although he had bevn an entire stranger 
to it tili then. fF gave him several lectures, in which J explained 
to him practically the Gospel of St. John, dwelling always on 
the main subject of sin and regeneration. During this time the 
young man seemed quite indifferent; to my questions he made 
but sligbt and superficial replies, and his behaviour was rather 
uncourteous ; at length he kept away for some time. One day I 
saw him lounging in a crowd of gay gownsmen. Then I per- 
ceived elearly the reason of his absenting himself; and I could 
well conceive how revolting, to a man like him, my exhortations 
must have been. However, he bowed to me politely when pass- 
ing, and some days after he returned to my lectures, excusing 
himself for having neglected them from ill health. 1 continued 
our lectures, and he continued in his apparent total indifference, 
till the last Wednesday before my departure. When he came again 
I supplicated the Lord to bestow on me the aid of his Spirit, to 
touch and move that heart of stone. I spoke on Nathanael ; he 
believed, because the Lord -howed to him that he knew all his se- 
crets. Then | thus addressed him: ‘ The day draws nigh when 
the Lord will uncover even the secrets of your breast, my friend ; 
forin this very moment he is withus, and he looks into your heart, 
and into mine. I do not know whether what I am telling you ap- 
pears to you a fable or reasonable—whether you rejoice at it, or 
reject it—whether you bless me on account of my preaching to 
you, or make amock of me, but the Lord knows your heart, 
and you will one day appear before him to give an account of 
all your doings ; then you can no longer disbelieve. Whilst I was 
thus speaking, | remarked a change in his countenance, which 
I had never seen otherwise than indifferent: all on a sudden he 
burst out into tears, and cried aloud, ‘I am lost! I am lost! 
I became astonished, and thanked God with all my heart. I sat 
a while silent by his side, but | could not resume my discourse. 
For ten minutes he continued weeping, crying aloud, * Iam lost’! 
Ia: lost!’ | asked him, in a kind manner, ‘ Why, my friend, I 
did not know what was the effect of my words upon you before, 
pray tell me what you feel now.” ‘1 am lost!’ was all he utter- 
ed, I rose, seized his hand, and said to him, ‘ Rise, my friend, 
and go home and pray for the pardonof your sins.’ He exclaim- 
ed again, ‘ For me there is no pardon—I am lost.’ 

Struck with the idea, that this man, for the first time in his 
life, had felt the evil of his sins, I said, ‘Well, then, friend, if you 
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really feel your sins so deeply, and your condemnation, I cau 

roclaim to you, with an equally deep assurance, in the name 
of God, that all your sins are forgiveu, and you are accepted with 
God. And as you have been weeping till this moment, even so 
rejoice now on the forgiveness of your transgressions in the name 
of Jesus.’ | hoped that he would have burst out into praises of 
God's grace ; but again, with the voice of heart-rending grief, 
he exclaimed,‘ For me thre is no pardon, my sins are too 
great!’ With these words he rushed out of the room, and I did 
not see him again till the day before my departure, when not be- 
ing able to speak to him, | gave him a recommendation to a 
faithful minister to whom I had spoken respecting him: his 
countenance had still the marks of deep grief. 1 have seldom 
been so affected. This left the strongest impression on my mind 
during the whole of my journey. I related the fact to several 
friends in England. They took a heartfelt interest in it, and 
wished earnestly to hear more about this disquieted soul, of 
whom I am happy to give a further good account. When | came 
back [ found him in an intimate connection with several of the 
best Christians of the place. | was informed that the instruction 
of the minister to whom | had recommended him, and especially 
the act of baptism, had left a deep and lasting effect on his svul ; 
that he had began to preach the Gospel to his brethren after the 
flesh. He is an independent man and may therefore profess 
the truth without fear. Thus the Lord Jesus Christ is able to 
subject the most obstinate hearts to himself, and to pour new 
life into the souls of dead sinners. 

To be continued. 
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Account of money received by the Treasurer of A, S. M. C. J. during 
the month of April, 1826. 


By the Rev. C. F. Frey, from George From Alexander C. Jackson $5—Dr. 
Connelly, Esq. collected by his family John W. Weed $5—Rev. Matthias 
at Lake Lodge, Niagara, (N. Y.) for Bruen $2 12 
the A.8.M.C.J 1100 From Rev. Flisha W. Baldwin 82-Wm. 
From the Auziliary Society of Berkley, Gray | doll.—Rev. Absalom Peters 
(Mass.) Asahel Hathaway, Treasurer 5 00 2 dolls. 5 0 
From Rev. C. F. Frey, string of gold From Rev. Ward Stafford 2 dolis.—Rev. 
beads sold at $3, and string of coral Charlies G. Sommers 2 dolls.—and Dr. 
beads §1 50 4530 W. F. Piati 2 dolls. 6 00 
From Kev C. F. Frey, being the ba- From Kev 8. N. Rowan, avails of sales 
lance of money collected by bim 139 79 of furniture at auction 62 57 
From Rev. 8. N. Rowan, in part avails From the Auxiliary Society of Long- 
of sales at the farm 10 80 Meadow, ilampshire county, (Mass.) 
From George Ferris, for articles bought J. Ely, Treasurer 25 
at the farm at Harrison 106 70 = From the Auxiliary Society of Lenox, 
From Capt. Martin Mead, avails of sales (Mass.) Robert Worthington. Treas’r. 9 00 
ef produce from farm 100 00 «=©From the Auxiliary Society of Bakers- 
From Messrs. Moses Allen 85— William field, (Vt ) Jesse Dunham, Treas'r 10 0 
A. Hallock $5 10 00 =6© From the-Auxilary Society of Jamaica, 
From Peter Hawes $5—Horace Holden Windham county, (Vt.) N. Kingsbu- 
$5—Jobn P. Haven @5 15 00 rv, Treasurer 27 00 
From Richard T. Haines $5—Elijah From the Auxiliary Society of Fitz- 
Pierson $5—Charles Starr £5 145 00 william, (N. H.) Dr. Whilbermore, 
From Arthur Tappan $5—Kuowles Tay- Treasurer 15 © 
lor $5—Jeremiah HU. Taylor $5 15.00 —_— 
From Marcus Wilbur Archibald . $604 04 


Falconer $5—Wm. W. Edwards $6 1500 


Dante, Boarpman, Treasurer. 
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